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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTS "REACTIONARY ELEMENTS" SLAIN 

REF: ADDIS 7068 

1. ETHIOPIAN HERALD OF SUNDAY, JUNE 22 IN SHORT FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 
REPORTED THAT 17 MEN WHO HAD BEEN TRYING TO DISRUPT LAW AND ORDER IN 
HAIKOTCH AND BUTAJIRA AWRAJAS OF SHOA PROVINCE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY 
SECURITY FORCES. LEADERS OF THOSE SLAIN WERE GRAZMATCH TOLOSSA 
KERSE AND GRAZMATCH DEMISSIE GEBRE MARIAM WHO HAD BEEN ACTIVE "FOR 
SOME TIME" IN OPPOSITION OF THE RUEAL LAND PROCLAMATION. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH NEWSPAPER REPORT CLAIMS THAT THE TWO MEN 
NAMED ABOVE WERE LEADERS OF OPPOSITION GROUP, EMBASSY IS NOT 
CERTAIN THAT THESE WERE IN FACT THE LEADERS OF THE EASTERN 
SHOA DISSIDENCE. 
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